
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 14 November 2019] 

 p8895b-8895b 
Mr Peter Tinley 

 [1] 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.07 am]: This year, on 11 November, we 
remembered the 101 years since the Armistice and the cessation of hostilities, which ended the bloodiest episode 
in world history. On 2 September 1919, 100 years ago, the last troopship that was returning soldiers of the  
First Australian Imperial Force docked in Fremantle. Although that was a happy occasion for many families, the 
moment was bittersweet. Thousands of families across Western Australia mourned the death of sons, brothers and 
fathers who would never return home. The scale of grief felt by the people of Australia is almost unimaginable 
today. Over a third of Western Australian men aged between 18 and 41 years served in this conflict—32 231 men 
in total. Fifty per cent of these men were either killed or wounded. The deaths of 6 000 young Western Australians 
literally decimated a generation. Australian society would also come to terms with a new breed of men, the veterans. 
Their scars and physical disabilities were a constant reminder of the sacrifice that they made for their country. 
Some men bore mental scars that were not physically obvious; however, they manifested in family violence, 
depression and an inability to reconnect with their community. 

Members may be interested to know that last year, through the Department of Communities, I accompanied 
eight young Western Australians who took part in a tour of France and Belgium to coincide with the 100th anniversary. 
The tour included visits to battlefields in northern France and around Ypres in Belgium where Australian soldiers 
saw prolonged action and Australian casualties were high. This important project has had a profound impact on 
these young people and will keep the memory of the soldiers’ sacrifice alive among the next generation of 
Western Australians.  

At 11.00 am on 11 November 2019, a video was screened at Yagan Square, on the Northbridge super screen and 
at the Perth Cultural Centre. The video was also made available to schools across Western Australia, depicting the 
impressions and observations of members of this youth group alongside historical photos of the Western Front. 
Their quotes indicate the visceral impact this journey made. One of the youth ambassadors, Lauren Barrie, noted — 

Across Commonwealth Memorials on the Western Front, White gravestones read ‘Unknown Soldier, 
Known Only Unto God’. More than 23,000 soldiers were not identified. Decades following the war many 
still hoped that their son, brother, husband might still be alive. The sheer loss and mourning for those who 
had never returned permeated Australian society on a level I had not recognised before. 

Lest we forget. 
 


	REMEMBRANCE DAY
	Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues


